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NO BACKWARD STEP! .
From Presidont Roosevelf's annunl message of 1908,

Whenever aithet ma.w-\mt

or individual disregards the law or acts in
a spirit of arbitrary and tyrannous inter-
ference with the rights of others, whether
corporations or individuals, then where the
Federal Government has jurisdiction it wilk
see to it that the misconduct ie stopped,
paying not the slightest heed to the position
or power of the corporation, the union or
the individual, but only to one vital fact
—that w. tha question whether og. not the
conduct "of thé indivilital 6r aggrégate of

individuals is in nccordane. wn.h the law

of the land.

Every man must be guaranteed his lib-
erty and His right to do as he likes with his
property or his labor, so long as he does
not infringe the righta of others. No man
is above the law and no man is helow it;
nor do we ask any man’s permis ion when
we require him to obey it. Oiedicuee to
the law is demanded as a right, :
as a favor.

We have cause as a nation to be thankful
for the steps that haye been so successfully
taken to put these principles into effect.
The progress has been by evolution, not by
revolution. Nothing radical has heen done;
the action has been both moderate and
resolute. Therefore the work will stand.
There shall be no backward step.

—
News Which Sheuld Defight the Aunnr or
the Foregoing Proclamation,

From the Evening Post of Saturday.
Practically all the labor unions of N
Orleans were yesterday indfeted by ‘the
Federal Grand Jury for ivioldtons of ‘tie
Sherman anti-trust law. This was doubt-
less in pursuahce of the recbnt. decigion of
the Supreme Court holding the boycott to
be i . Such promptness and vigor in

ng the faw of the land must be highly
tifying to the President. He has de-
that “whenever either corporation
labor union” defies the law the Adminis-
tration will “see to it,” and will pay “not
the slightest heed to the. position or power
of the corporation or the union.” Hence
we may now expect from Mr. Roosevelt
one of his vigorous utterances cheering on
the Federal prosecutors at New Orleans.
And that should be only a preliminary to
Presidential action against Gompers and
the American Federation of Labor for
deflantly maintaining a boyecott of the
Buck's Stove Company, although enjoined
not to do it by a Judge in the District of
Columbia. With ample means placed by
Congress at the disposal of the Attorney-
General in order to prosecute viglators of
the Sherman act, we look for a sharp direc-
tion to Mr. Bonaparte from the President
‘to let nd guilty laber union estape. Hav-
ing despised the millions of the conspira-
tors and the malefactors, it will be a pecu-
liar dalight to Mr. Rqogevelt to despise the
votes of the unions.

Will Western Civilization Decay ?

The other day at'Newnham College in
the University of Cambridge ex-Premier
BALrOUR, who is as conspicuously a
philosopher as he is a politician, chose
racial” er national-decadence for the
subject of the Henry Sidgwick memorial
lecture which he delivered. He recalled
the indubitable fact that in the past
civilizations have worn out and great
communities have vanished, and he
proceeded to inquire whether the civili-
zation exemplified in the Anglo-Saxon
peoples is doomad to suffer the same
fate.

There is this to be said, that between
the lonian, the Pharaonic, the Hel-
lenic and the Roman civilizations on the
one hand and that civilisation with
which we are to-day familiar in western
Europe and America on the other there
is a momentous difference, namely, that
as the former disappeared in turn they
were succeeded by better organized,
more virile and more elevated types of
humah‘8ociety; whereas if the energy
of Teutonic development should become
exhausted  thers remains no axuru:
source from whieh it could be renewed.
Where, asks Mr. BALFOUR, are the un-
tried races competent to construct out
of the ruined fragments of our Western
wdmlusnewmdmhbﬂdlnfor

rit of man? They do not
.E‘ the myost civifided ’ n;

world were again to be butiad nnder
barbarian flood this flood would not be
ke that which fertilized, though it first
destroyed, the western provinces of
Rome, But like that which in western
Asia submerged forover the last traces
of Hellenic cultury. . .

Does it follow, bowavu, that because
Roman civilization perished or nearly
p-'hhod‘ in western Europe bur own
civilization must eventu undergo a
similar process of dinint?:ntfoﬁ?
Bawrour does not pretend that a con-
clusive answer can.be givkn to this ques-
tion until sociology shall have risen
above the empirical and merely inter-
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| for four battleships and some seventy
! millions of expenditure. We think the
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pdnt of view and shall have
incontrovertible oconclusions
\hp life history of different

types. Inthoshmo!mohs
sodolo‘y however, he is inclined to
regard arrested development and deca-
dence as no less normal in human com-
munities is progress, though the
point at ch the energy of advance is
paralyzed varies in different races and
civilizsations. Nevertheless, he can see
a8 yet no symptoms either of pause or
regression in the onward movement
hich for more than a thousand years
had been characteristic of the Western

peoples.

The on!{ reason suggested by Mr.
BALFOUR why inour case we may expect
the arrest of social development to be
very long postponed is the appearance
among us during the last hundred
years of a new social force, the mod-
ern alliance between pure science and
industry. He has in view the effect of
this alliance on the improvement of the
material conditions under which human

{ societies live. Two other grounds have

been indicated by other students of the
subject for the hope that Western civili-
 zation may escape the decadence and
[ dissolution experienced byx-the Roman
empire. An age of mechanicakinvention
renders the task of seif-defence against
more vigorous but uncivilized 'races
comparatively easy for civilized yet
degenerate communities. Moreover, we
have a guarantee against social collapse
which Roman civilization did not pos-
dess.  In the Roman world there was an
enormous and insuperable gulf between
the oultivated class and the industrial
classes, which were made up almost ex-
cluuvo\y of slaves. In western Europe
and America, on the other hand, owing
to the fluidity of our social system, there
is a perpetual stream of fresh, unex-
hausted intelligence renewing the intel-
rllmnl and moral life of the cultivated
section of the nation. It is because in
France, (ireat Britain and especially the
United States society is organized on
.a democratic basis that there is some
foundation for an optimistic view of
our ability to resist decay.

Congress Had Better Beware!
We do not think the House ought to
cut down the naval estimates without
further information and due considera-
tion, The Secretary of the Navy asked

Secretary asked for four battleships
only because he was afraid to ask for
sixteen, and because if he asked for eight
it would alarm the country.

The Secretary of the Navy knows what
he is about and it is the duty of Congress
to inform itself of the real facts in the
case. The Administration stated on the
occasion of the last requisition that the
country had all the navy that it required
and' that no further notable increase
would be asked for. What is the actual
reason of the demand now made? The
pleaof a practice cruise to the Pacific on
the part of the whole navy is now admitted
to be a lie; it cannot therefore be uttered
as a plea for a startling increase in our
naval strength.

‘With the House's motives of economy
we are in hearty accord, but we warn
the whole Congress that economy may
be entirely and even criminally out of
place. Cut down the estimates to the
bare bones of subsistence, but do it'only
with a full knowledge of the facts and
not in flabby hostility to an intimation
from an incompetent and dmgerouu
Administration.

We beg leave fo call the attention of
the Congress to the fact that the pro-
vision in the Constitution that the power
to declare war reposes solely in the Con-
gress is at this writing not worth the
paper on which it is written.

Call for the facts!  *

[
The Present Legal Status of the Thaw
Case.

There appears to be a very consider-
able misapprehension on the part of
intelligent persons in the community as
to the conditions under which HARRY
K. THAW is detained in the Matteawan
State Hospital ahd the necessary legal
steps to bring ahout his release, if indeed
he i8 ever let out of the insane asylum
at all. ‘

Section 454 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure provides that when the de-
fence to an indictment is the insanity of
the defendant, the jury must be in-
 structed if they acquit on that ground to
state the fact with their verdict. This
was done in the Thaw case. The same
gection further provides that upon the
rendition of a verdict of not guilty on
the ground of insanity, if the Court deems
the discharge of the defendant to be
“dangerous to the public peace or safety,”
it must order him to be committed to the

Ssane.

Acting under the latter provision of
law, the court beforeswhich THAW was
tried—that is to say, the Supreme Court
in this county, at a criminal term thereof,
bold by Suprente Court Justice Vicror

. DowriNGg—committed the defendant
w the Matteawan State Hospital, there to
remain “until he becomes sane”; because
in the opinion of the presiding Judge the
evidence which led to the verdiot of ac-
quittal showed not only that THAW was
of unsound mind, but that his mental
derangement was and is of such a char-
acter as to render him lhbb to future

outbreaks.

The defendant having thus been con-
signed to gn insape asylum by a judicial
ordér which is the outcome of a verdiot
in the form prescribed by the statute,
. where the defence of insanity 1§ accepted
by the jury, the question is, How long
can he be kept under restraint? The
terms of the order contemplate that the
period of detention shall coincide with
the duration of his insanity. A person
who is sent to Matteawan under such
circumstances is restrained, not as a
wrongdoer, for he has been acquitted of
intentional wrongdoing, but is deprived
of his liberty simply because it is deemed
dangerous to his fellow men to allow him
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to go at large. When this danger comes
to an end in consequence of the return'of
his reason, then the justification for his
further detention no longer exists in the
eye of the law.

The appropriate proceeding to pro-
"oure the release of a patient at Matteawan
held there under such a commitment as
that in the Thaw case is pointed out
in Section 99 of the Insanity law, a codi-
fication of the General Statutes of this
State relating to the care, treatment and
custody of the insane, enacted by the
Legislature in 1808, There are three
classes of patients in the Matteawan
State Hospital: First, insane convicts;
second, persons who are committed as
insane after indictment but before trial,
in cases which it has become impossible
to proceed with the proseeution in con-
sequence of the insanity of the defend-
ant; and third, persons acquitted on the
ground of insanity, like THAW. As to
the latter class of patients the statute
contains this provision: “Any inmate
not a convict held upon an order of a
court or Judge in a criminal proceeding
may be discharged therefrom upon the
superintendent’s certificate of recovery,
made to and approved by such court or
Judge.”

The medical superintendent for the
Matteawan State Hospital is required by
law to be “a well educated physician of
at least five years actual experience in
a hospital for the care and treatment
of the insane.” He is appointed by the
Superintendent of State Prisons. The-
present incumbent of this office is R. B.
Lans, M. D. When this gentleman shahl
make a certificate of recovery pursuant
to the insanity law declarinig that HARRY
K. Tuaw has become sane, and this cer-
tificate shall have been transmitted to
the part of the Supreme Court in this
county designated by the Appellate
Division for the trial of criminal cases,
and that court shall have approved it,
then THAW will be entitled to be dis-
charged. The procedure is extremely
simple. It very properly contemplates
both medical and judicia! action as a
odndition precedent to permitting & man
to go at large who has already slain a
fellow man while in such a condition of
madness that a jury has declared he was
not responsible for his act. The super-
intendent of the hospital and the Court
must agree that it is safe to set the de-
fendant at liberty before he can be
released. There is no probability, and
indeed scarcely any possibility, that a
certificate of recovery would be made
in such a case as this except as a result
of the most painstaking investigation,
in which doubtless the superintendent
would be aided by the observation and
opinion of other competent experts.
The suggestions in the lurid press that
money can be used to bring about
TuAW'S discharge after a little time has
elapsed and interest in the case begins
to flag is simply preposterous, for there
is no possible way in which this can be
done if, as we assume, the superintendent
of the Matteawan State Hospital is an
honest man who cannot be induced to
certify that THAw has recovered his
sanity if he entertains a contrary opin-
ion in fact.

We suppose there can hardly be any
doubt that independently of this spe-
cial statutory provision in the insanity
law to which we have referred a writ
of habeas corpus might be sued out
in behalf of THAW upon application to
any of the nu#erous Judges in the State
who are authorized to grant the writ,
and that it would be enough simply to
allege in the petition that the patient was
sane and as a matter of fact that therefore
his further detention was not warranted
in law. Upon the return of such a writ
the sole issue would be the question of
the petitioner's sanity, and that would
doubtless be tried as such issues almost
always are, chiefly with the aid of medi-
cal expert testimony and opinion evi-
dence.

Some alarmists and pessimists have
suggested that such a habeas corpus
proceeding might be instituted in a dis-
tant part of the State, in some rural county
where the inquiry would be brought off
upon short notice and conducted in com-
parative obscurity, so that the petitioner
would be out and perhaps on his way to
Europe before the public had become
aware that the writ had been issued.
We think these fears are groundless.
We should be sorry for the reputation of
the Judge who manctioned any such
course of action. Under the positive
command of the law it is the duty of every
Supreme Court Justice in the State to
grant a writ of lubm corpus whenever
the petition presen to him contains
the prescribed statutory allegations, His

refusal to do so subjects him to a heavy
pecuniary fine. The duty to grantthe
writ, however, does not render it obliga-
tory to make the writ returnable before
himself. He can require the custodian
of the imprisoned person to show cause
for his detention before such court as
may most properly And conveniently
inquire into the facts and circumstances.
In the Thaw case there can be no poasible
doubt that the appropriate place for
the return of any writ of habeas corpus
which may be granted is the Criminal
Term of the Supreme Court in New York
county, or if that court be not in session
then the writ should be returnable be-
fore Justice DOwLING, whose experience
upon the trial must make him more com-
petent to pass upon the question of the
defendant’s sanity than any other magis-
trate possibly ocould be. If our advice
in this respect is heeded there will be no
poseibility of any scandal in the Thaw
case.

The Tenidls Court * Revolution.”

Our own JIMMIE GARFIELD is reported
a8 having addressed the Hamilton Club
of Chicago on Lincoln Day, in the course
of which speech he said that the “Repub-
lican party stands face to face with the
proposition of bringing to account men
of wealth who broke the laws.” He
also said that the policy of the Adminis-
tration toward corporation evildoers
had averted a serious situation in this
ocountry—a ocondition of revolt that
might in time have gesulted in a revo-
lution.

The Secretary plays a sweet little game
of tennis. So does Mr. A. W. CooLEY,
Assistant Attorney-General, whose face
has not yet lost ita boyish blush. But

if he knows of any “men of wealth” who

mous, who have been grinding the faces
the

orash. The Hon. E. A. HITcHOOCK, Mr.

if the Administrdtion has its hands upon
any wealthy malefactors the country
hasn't heard of it yet.

Perhaps Secretary GARFIELD wWaa re-
ferring to men who dught to be im-
prisoned and will be some time, in the
distant by and by, when the President
getsready and Mr. GARFIELD and “Judge”
CooLEY—who really plays tennis with
unusual neatness and despatch—have a
day or two off to attend to them. At-
torney-General BONAPARTE has already
told us that there are difficulties in the
way of catching the real offenders and
finds it better to prosecute the corpora-
tions, fining the stockholders and in-
directly the general public. We fancy,
however, that our JIMMIE has something
up his sleeve. He knows, if Mr. BoNa-
PARTE doesn't, who these bad men are,
and he intends some day to check that
impending revolution by putting them
in prison.

Mr. BoNAPARTE, however, shares the
predicament of the Hamilton Club and
of others too numerous to mention. He
isn't prosecuting men however dyed
in sin. He is fining corporations when
he can find a Judge to do it for him,
Meanwhile the club and the rest of us
are waiting.

Looking Backward.

Colonel BRYAN, as shrewd a politician,
with one exception, as the country now
boasts, cleverly keeps the discussion of
his candidacy fastened on the recent his-
tory of his party. He encourages no
one to look to the future. He rakes the
dead past for topics of conversation, for
subjects of addresses, for texts of let-
ters, If he was beaten at one time, some-
body else was more beaten at another.
If he failed to carry this State, another
man was unsuccessful in that State. On
such subjecta he wazxes eloquent and
rhetorical.

An amusing if not convincing series
of debates Colonel BRYAN maintains,
with the result, highly desirable from
his point of view, of stirring up a cloud
of dust that obscures completely the
future. If this goes on the election of
1008 will cease to be a matter of interést
for even the most optimistic of Democrats,
and the important question of what
might have been four, eight and twelve
years ago, had other things been entirely
different, will absorb all Democratic
energy and that which remains of intelli-
gence in the Democratic party.

Secretary Tarr told the Retail Lumber
Dealers Association at Detroit that the
panic is due to “the exhaustion of all the
free capital of the world in enterprises
which have not been so profitable as it was
expected they would be.” Secretary Gar-
rieLD didn't say that in Chicago or any-
thing like it, but then the discrepancy is
unimportant.

Chairman NaTHAN Jonas of the Board of
Education committes that has just recom-
mended the reestablishment of corporal
punishment excuses the move by saying
that “there is an unusual lack of respect for
authority among school children at pres-
ent.” He calls attention to a certain “spirit
of insubordination™ which he considers a
characteristic of the day.

This is alarmingly true. It is true in some
of the most important spheres of life as well
as in the microcosm of the schools. Some-
times you are tempted to deplore the cir-
t:um“nfncothntboﬂddtor the rod is so
limited.

The Hon. RoserT Luce, a man of influ-
enoe in the Republican party in Massachu-
setts, and particularly noted for hisinde-
pendence, resents the attempt of the Fad-
eral Administration to make Mr. Tarr the
Republican candidate for President. *I
respect President RoosmvELr,” says Mr,
Luce, “but I deny his right to name his
successor. I regret the efforts of certain
members of my party to establish a political
hiorarchy.” This feeling is widespread
among the rank and flle of the party, and it
is growing every day.

———————

A Tragedy of the Nautilus,
To Tak EDITOR oF Tas BuN—Sir: 1 take
the following from the current number of
the Outlook

I thank your correspondent for calling my atten-
tion to the inexcusabile slip I made in my December
article on “The Reasonable but Unreasoning Anl-
mals,” about the nautilus. I thoughtlessly took
it for granted that the oid legend about the nautilus
and its sall was true, but of course It Is not. It is
no bester natural history than the legend of the
mermald or of the siren. Such pretty fables rarely
bave any truth back of them. The physalla or
Portuguese man-o'-war has a kind of sall on It
alr sack that helps It sall to windward,

WesT Panx, N. Y. Jomx BURROUGES.

Shades of Theodorus Magnus! Can it be
possible that our old friend Oom John Is
capable of nature faking? ASTOUNDED,

New Yomx, February 15.

The Case of the Arohbishop Hatto of Boston,
To TuR EDrTom OF Tam Suw—Sir: To Mr. James

Rushion of Boston, who Is In trouble over the de-

struction of his socks by mice, | would suggest the

ancient but effective remedy of putting salt on

Mrmh. Jurenay PURxiss.
Naw Yorx, February 1.

To Tas EpiToR oF Tus Sux—Sir: | would sug-
gest that Mr. Rushton of Boston get & oat.
ScHBNECTADY, N. Y., February 4. H.0

To THR EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: Mr, Rushton
of Boston should tell his Highness of Washington
about the predatory mice. No doubt a special
message 0 the Congress would foliow.

Jomw J. HzaLry,

Newark, N. J., Pebruary 15,

To T™=» EDITOR OF THS SUN—Sir: To me the
jesson 0 be drawn from Mr. Rushion's sad case
Is that to catoh your mouse you must use stocking
heels for balt. E. B W,

Naw Yomk, February 18,

Call From Twe Continents te Mr. Seumas
O'Shoel.

To ™R EDiToR OF THR SUN—Sir: More power
to Seumas O'Sheell I'd lke 0 shake his hand.
God grant us an Inoressing muldtude of the like
of him. Ireland needs him and America 100,

THOMAS B. McDramorr,

Monzis Pank, L. 1., Pebruary 14,

Mare.
Knicker—The President stole Bryan's clothes,
Booker—And ls 80w trying o haag onto Linooin’s
IR
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Government penitentiary for break- A Martha of the South,

ing the laws he ought to indicate them. Matthew Arnold disliked the of

Of course we all know that there has g

some Amerioan towns, especially thode
ending in “ville" (he instanced Briggs-
ville), and thought inhabitants must
be wanting in or sensibility be-
oause they did not change them. The
people of Atlanta should have been men-
tioned .pprovln.ly by him. Their town
used to be called ville, and they
M.nd it—in 1847. t Marthas-
ville sounded too much like a orossroads,

and the place was growing fast, so they
coined & new name, never heard before,
with an echo of the ocean in it. “Atlanta”
Is comely, no doubt, though it is artificial
and has the drawback of suggesting a still
comelier name, which is real, so to speak.

But after all, is it not rather a pity that
Marthasville was done away with? It
may bé a quaint word, but it has an agree-
able, piocturesque homeliness about it which
somehow suggests a Dutch portrait, and
when a city has beocome great and famous
what is more gracefu) than something
lingering about it reminiscent of its ob-
soure youth? Besides, did mot “Marthas-
ville” exactly express the “Atlanta spirit®
which one hears so much about and which
is otherwise so evident? I have been as-
sured fifty times—not just in these words,
but the has been the same—that
the city is the Martha of the South. In-
deed as things now are the old name would
bave proved a happy ocoincidence. Mat-
thew Arnold was seldom right in what he
said about America.

Looking back at New Orleans from
Marthasville, if I may say that for a mo-
ment, I am reminded of a Yorkshireman
who never returned home from a visit to
the British capital without exclaiming as
the train drew out, “Good-by, London, I'm
going back to England!® For New Orleans
seems more Latin than ever, and Marthas-
ville most highly American, when the pair
ocome together in one’s mind. But that is
using “American® in the English insular
sense. Matthew Arnold again was truly of
his country when he refused to regard the
Americans as anything but transplanted
Britons. 1 believe he never visited Louisi-
ana or some other parts which would have
told him emphatically that it takes all sorts
of people and places to make up the United
States. New York city, for that matter,
might have corrected his opinion, but
Georgla l suspect would only have con-
firmed if. In what other part were the
first settlers more exclusively British or
have their descendants continued to enjoy
the land with less intrusion from outside?

On the northeasterly journey from the
Gulf we crossed half of Alabama by day-
light, but unluckily the train remained most
of the time In a. ocutting of white mist.
We had a few glimpses of swamps and wild
looking brakes and woods, but more of
civilization. When a road skirted the
track negroes dangling their legs from
low boards between high wheels drawn by
mules were sure to appear on the scene,
and little packing case houses, unpainted,
but dark—sunburned perhaps—in hap-
hazard groups. Of countleas cotton planta-
tions only the edges were visible—a few
rows of small withered shrubs, which it
must be pleasanter for children than for
adults with long backs to pick. A planter
who was standing with me on the platform
of the car mentioned 50 cents a day as
an average wage and 250 pounds as a fair
day’'s work. He was hopeful about a newly
invented picking machine, and quoted
about it the remark of a negro when he first
saw an eleotric trolley: *God Almighty has
gone and freed Brother Mule!”

I have no idea how many negroes would be
freed from their livelihood by a picking
machine, but am told that five-eighths of the
cotton is now raised entirely by white labor.
Soon after we crossed the Georgia frontier
the sun came out, the mist floated away and
the red soil common in these parts glowed
under a blue sky. We passed some busy
mill towns, where the manufacturer is
within arm’'s reach of his raw material,
and their tall chimneys inspired my com-
panion to prophesy that fifty years from
now the neighborhood would be the indus-
trial centrs of the United States. In the
buoyant air of this Piedmont foothill district
such prophecies have been made to me more
than once. Already in Alabama, to be sure,
we had met or crossed so many railroads
that one assumed a popuious busy country
behind the curtain of mist, and Atlanta has
a jungle of tracks.

To go from the station to the hotel T had
to oross the city. Atlanta is a hilly place,
built along the tail of the Appalachian sys-
tem, with its main street rising sharply from
south to north. Near the station it suggesta
an ordinary respectable town of the middle
Weat, but higher up you are buried for a
short time in what is really a Manhattan
cafion. The citizens say they have a square
mile which is unequalled in this kind outside
of New York or Chicago Balanced against
the sky on such uneven ground the piles
look unusually formidable; and travelling .
In the surrounding country you might sup-
pose you were approaching a vaster San
Gimignano. I was also impressed on this
first walk or climb with the animation of
the people, their Marthalike quality, espe-
cially perhaps of the women, who seemed
to be of a local type, small, quick, birdlike
in their prettiness, far removed from the
Gibsonesque or Greco-bovine style. When
1 mentioned my admiration to a native,
*They dress,” she repliel modestly, “aa
soon as they get up in the morning.” I
had to own that so far as one could judge
this was true, but my first impression sur-
vived the explanation. It turned out that 1
the livellneas of the citizens is a recognized
subject of local pride. “An altitude of
1,050 feet above sea level,” says an Atlanta
guide book, “gives a bracing atmosphere
which is conducive to vigor of mind and
body. The people are remarkably ener-
getic, and this is evident to the visitor in
the first glance from the ocar window.”
To these words | must subscribe,

The many large office buildings are symp-
toms of the social physiology of the place.
Atlanta is a ohild of the railroads, and was
called Terminus before Marthasville. It
liss conveniently on the shortest cut around
the lower end of the mountain barrier which
separates the Mississippi Valley from the
seaboard, and owes its prosperity partly
to connecting these two, but still more,
it seems, to being a centre of distribution
for the South. Immense converging
streams from northeast and northwest
flow through this “Gate City" to lower
latitudes. The many roomed towers are a
microoosm of the country’s business. “Con-
oerns” of all sorts throw out agents here to
connect them with the great southland.
For instance, with a population under
150,000, Atlanta claims to be the third “in-
surance centre” in the United States.

By an old writer before the war the level-
ling commercial spirit of Atlanta was al-
ready contrasted with the aristocratic tone
supposed to prevail in the environment,
and he mentioned as something extraor-
dinary that its women could do household
work without being ruled out of society.
Most of the inhabitants i.ave been and are
still Southrons, but they are careful to
explain that the place itsell is in no way
typical of the South. *It is about the only
spot in the SBouth,” I was told, for instance,
as a characteristic oddity of Atlanta, “whare

*Fellow” in sorme other part. And Atlanta
voices are as soft as I expected Southern
voloes to be. 1 know they sing pleasantly,
for one cannot stay long in Atlanta without
going to churoh. Much as it surprised me
to hear it, this severe Sunday observance
z 1 doubt whether

s
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exoept in Scotland. What is legendary in
England and New England is living fact
here. All secular business is suspended
by law under heavy penalties, and dinner
parties, even driving for pleuum. are
unusual. In smaller towns and out in the
country such violations are said to be un-
known. Atlanta may have Southern char-
acteristios, however—touches of Mary
about Martha—without being typical. What
is typicaily SBouthern I bave w discover.

After New Orleans with its regular
*sights” demanding visits in appropriate
moods it was something of a relief to return
to democratic sightseeing. The tourist in
Atlanta nepd not make pilgrimages to the
chief “sights”; they take care to present
themselves to him with their sixteen stories
and they impose no mental etiquette. A
proper way of feeling toward an office
building has not yet been devised. Of
course there are some notable institutions
—oolleges, for instance, both “white” and
*colored,” the latter, it is said, having the
better equipment; but architecturally —his-
torical buildings are not—the Capitol is the
only rival of the commercial piles. It has
a stately dome and marble halls, but the
citizens are chiefly proud of it because it
was built without “graft” and actually cost
leas than the original estimate.

Atlanta seems indeed to nurse or to have
nursed some puspicion of politics. Does
any other city contain a public monument
to a favorite son with this inscribed among
his virtues: “He never held or sought public
office”? The treasure of the city, however,
is the panorama it commands of the coun-
try. My windows look out over leagues of
gentle hills and valleys, often brown with
woods, to a distant horizon omwhich hover
like blue bubbles the Great Smoky Moun-
tains. One side of the main street, by the
way, drains into the Gulf of Mexico, the
other into the Atlantic. It is like walking
on a map.

I expected to hear a great deal about
prohibition, but the Atlantans have littleto
say on the subject, though the new law has
only been in force a month. A traveller
from the North complained that he had been
unable to sleep a wink for theee nights for
want of his usual medicine. I have not
ocome across any one else who discussed the
matter seriously. The calmness with which
the Americans accept dweeping changes is
always surprising to foreigners. This
change seemed particularly sweeping to
me till a Sunday spent in Atlanta modified
my expectation of a careless, romantio
swashbuckling South.

From such a Sabbath to prohibition is
not so very long a step, and the taking of it
appears almost natural where a large part
of the population has virtually to be kept
in tutelage. However, there are rebels,
and the nearest “open” town is said to be
building itself up on “jug business.” Yes-
terday when a fruiterer's barrel rolled
giddily down a orowded slope it was sus-
pected of containing a package from Chat-
tanooga. A good many breweries and
distilleries had their whole business sud-
denly stopped on January !. They are
returning a soft answer and already manu-
facture temperance beverages. A man
with seventy kegs of beer left on his hands
tried watering it down under the prohibited
percentage of alcohol, and then offering it
forsaleasasoft drink. But he was arrested.
Most of the saloons are now fitted with
soda fountains, or else with “moving piot-
ure” shows. No wonder that adaptability
is a well developed quality in the United
States.

The stories of “Uncle Remus”® conqusred
every nursery and schoolroom in Great
Britain twenty-five years ago and etill
reign. Before coming to Atlanta I used
to imagine their author living on a wild,
remote, primitive kind of plantation. My
imagination had all the¥igor of youth when
it assigned this residence to him, and it
was not without a shock that I found him
having a street number within city limits
and heard he had been there all the time.
Luckily for Atlanta he is not remote. He is
almost ina “terrace” and “Snap Bean Farm”
is almost a misnomer. It has a house with
a dark brown roof pulled far down over
wide verandas, and there are swings and
joggleboardg and other good means of di-
version on it; but you might suppose it was
intended for the entertainment of youth as
much as for agriculture. Itsa master said
he had the children in as often as they
would come. [ asked if he told them
stories. “Why, no,” he said, “I couldn’t tell
a story to save my life!” A robust, middle
height, quiet man with a broad brimmed
soft black hat hiding his face; homely in
the best sense; a kindly mouth, and of course
when the brim shadow was penetrated a
gleam of Br'er Rabbit in the eyes. He maid
he often received letters from English chil-
dren, and added, “I never thought the tales
would be so popular,” as if he was still sur-
prised.

For its population Atlanta really ranks
pretty high in the literary business as well
as in insurance. It comes before San Fran-
cisco, Buffalo, Pittsburg and other larger
cities as a “publication centre.” And be-
sides having an author of worldwide re-
nown it probably has the most prolific poet.
in the world. It is no way to praise the
bard of “Just From Georgia,” however, to
say that he has printed half a column or
s0 of verse every day for the last twenty
years. Verse is said “just to ooze® from
him, and 80 it must, But “F. L. 8." has
sounder claims. Let Georgians continue
to call him their Burns. He is a true, nat-
ural singer, whose fancy, humor and pa-
thos can only be “of the soil.” Even when
his songs are empty and aimless, they recall
the aimlessnesa of things in nature—flicker-

ing shadows or floating thistledown. And
sometimes he is a master,
“Pull Your Own Welght.”
To TAE EDITOR OoF THE SBUN—Sir: Presi-

dent Roosevelt said the other day, as he has

many times before, “that every man should

pull his own weight.” Was that intended

as a hint to Taft? E. R.D.
NEw YORK, February 185.

A Permissible Question.
To TR EDITOR OF THR SUN-Sir: What has
become of our Street Cleaning Department? Is it
still In existence or has It been abolished?

Brorosd PARK, February 18, F. M,

A President’s Valedictory.
Altar Kigling.
1 have taken your bread and salt,
1 have shrunk your water and wine,
The births ye had they have made me glad
And the pralse that ye spake was mine. /'

Was there aught that [ did not change
From peace to mad turmoll,

One Joy or woe that your customs know
That has stood 'galost my grinding toli?

1 have written the tale of your lives
For a forelgn people’'s mirth,

Ye are llars, knaves, but your souls 1'd saved
Hed ye known what your souls were worth,

HENRY STANLEY Hasxive,

TEE mmm .ANI-
Authoeritative m From *o of the
Little About Bexing and M
an Almest Ludicrous Appearanod.

To Tax Eprror or THE Bux—S8ir: In the
Boston Traveller of February 8, evening edl-
tion, there appears an artiole headed “Teddy
Ready for Head of Fakers Club,” referring
to the article in the Cosmopolitan Magesine
by Theodore Roosevelt g As I was one of the
three judges at the um who decided against
Roosevelt I am taking & safe position m
stating that the Traveller article ia entirely
correct n its statements.

As a graduate of Harvard myself in the
olass of 1808 and first president tor boss,
as he was originally called) of the original
Cribb Club and Judlo of sparring on several
occasions at Harvard, 1 might qualify as an
expert.

The Roosevelt bout took piace in the old
gymnpasium before the present Hemenway
Gymnasium was ready for occupancy: and
before' going to Cambridge 1 was informed
by an undergraduate friend of mine, now

dead—Mr. Emmons Blaine—that he cone
sidered Roosevelt of New York their bes$
boxer.

Except for the fact that he took his pune
ishment very well, he apparently knew very
little about the business. He had the fault
common to most boxers: he did not know
how to take a blow. The result was he pre-
sented an almost ludicrous appearance.

You are at liberty to make any use of this
letter you see fit. Epwanp C. ELLis.

BosTon, February 14.

P. 8.—1 do not write the above for the

reason that I am not an admirer of Mr. Roose-
velt, but simply to state facts.

| VISIBLE ROTATIONOF THE EARTH

its Fascinating Demonstration In the Pane
theon and In Bunker HIIl Meonument.

To e Epiror oF TuHe SuN—Sir: The
recent demonstration at Columbia University
of the revolution of the earth upon its axis
as described in TrHE SUN has received atten-
tion in nearly every newspaper of abous
seventy I have seen, representing the whole
breadth of the continent. Some went outside
the news report of the matter, explalning
and discussing it on information received
from different sources. Most of them, like
TuESUN, mentioned “Foucault's experlment'
at Paris in 1851,

But in not one of these newspapers, nor in
Tre SvN, is there any reference made to
what appeared in Tuk SUN of October 23,
1902, a special despatch from Paris announe-
ing the reproduction there by Flammarion of
lLeon Foucault's demonstration, fAfty-one
years before, of the axial revolution of the
earth. Both of these were by means of a
cannon ball suspended by a wire 210 feet
long, from the highest point of the interior
of the Pantheon. In each case the ball had
a point projecting downward, as if the wire
ran directly through it. When the pendulum
was set in motion this point scraped lines
across a perfectly level dial of sand sixteen
feet in diameter, as stated at the time,

Tue SUN's report of the Columbia Univer-
sity performance gives the diameter of the
( dial there as “about eight feet”; the longer
the pendulum the longer the sweep of its
point and the more readily discerned are the
deviations of the lines it makes on each re-
turn to the edge of the circle as it sweeps
across a dial sixteen feet in diameter. The
Columbia University wire was not so long by
120 feet as the Pantheon wire of 1851 and of
1%02. The phenomenon has been produced
at other places in Europe and America since
Foucault's time with wires fifty to eighty fees
in length, any one of vhlc\exhlbltlom mighs
be called “a little one for a cent.”

Nor has there appeared in any of the press
reports of the Columbia University exhibi~
tion any reference whatever to the dam
stration of the axial rotation of the
the same means in the Buniw
ment under the direction of Psol
ford ot Harvard University in Jume, 1852, one
year later Foucault's ex t. h

expo-mon at amker Hill w :
cm scri rut lound. ln
weakly’wbllwton ol’ tlnt tlmo. odlto&
Charles Hale, afterward Speaker of t .

Ellu ngnu-

Massachusetts Houubm gl Re ntat m .‘:
ounger er o

H.?e Kho article was hcndoﬁd ‘Hll le

tion of the Earth.* here copy the mll

part of the description

A cannon ball was -uwmm by & fine wire, 218
rectln length, 50 as 1o swing across a circuiar dial
upon the floor of the well ot the monument, which
was divided Into degrees. After the pendulim was
set in motion it soon became clearl g vrurem o
the obsesvers that at the end of eac bration to
and fro the ball did not return exactly to the same
point of the circle, but to a point a little further
10 the left, The rate of this ual movemend
was such that it appeared that at the expiration of
about thirty -six hours it would swing back to the
point whence It had started. The cause for this
movement of the plane of vibration of the pendulum
out of Its original direction was found in the real
movement of the sarth upon its axis, which at this
latitude, it Is proved mathematically, ought 0
effect exactly the difference observed.

Or, as Dr. Forbes explained a few dlr
in the Columbia University oh.pel “alt oug!
the pendulum seemed to be changing t
direction of lt, swing. this was in reality
caused by the fact that the chapel floor a
the earth were gradually turning under it.”
“What a tremendous picture was present
to the imagination in thnt travelling forwa
of the furrows of sand under the swing of tho
216 feet. pendulum in Bunker Hill monument,*
wrote a friend of mine who beheld the phe-
nomenon. ALPHA CHILD,
AMSTERDAM, ‘J Y., February 15,

The Second Time.

To TAe Eptror or Tar Sux—Sir: O
Uncle Joe lived for countless years in an
ancient and decrepit log cabin across the
pond from Delany's mill, some four miles
out of Seaford. Uncle Joe's hair was snow
white, the gray scars of the overseer's whip
showed on shoulders once broad and sturdy,
and Uncle Joe's great-granddaughter used
for & clothes pole the “"Brown Bess” flintlock
carried by his master's ancestor at Valley
Forge.

Once a month Uncle Joe hitched his be-
loved old mule to the weatherworn skeletoa
of a hay wagon and drove with his grist to
the mill. So precious was the strength and
energy of the mule that Uncle Joe would not
permit it to be dissipated by having to haul
both the sack of meal and himself; and after
seating himself on the gaunt, rope patohed
wagon, he would have the heavy sack placed
on his shoulder. “I'se more able to earry
de meal dan dat ole mewel,” he would say.

On a hot day Iin July, the story runs—the
sun glares with Afric flerceness in this sand
covered country—as Uncle Joe drove along
the main road from the mill toward home he
fell into a doze. As there are no stones to
speak of in this region it must have been a
tree branch that jolted the wagon and caused
the meal sack to siide from Uncle Joe's shoul-
der. He awoke with a start, lost his balance,
fell into the road, and the rear wheel of the
wabbling wagon went over his leg.

“Whoa!"” bawled Uncle Joe.

The mule was startied out of his customary
torpor by the unusual force in the tone. He
stopped abruptly, jerked his head in the air,
backed up, and the wheel went over Uncle
Joe a second time.

i seems to me there's a moral for Great-
ness to glean from Uncle Joe's experience
Don’t holler “Wheoa!" too loud. A.W.C.

SBEarorp, Del., February 13,

Gratitude to Frank Black.

To Tae Eptror oF Tur Svn ~Sir: 1 wish
to emphasize the thanks due to Governor
Black for his stirring utterances at Boston.

Would that his clarion voice could be heard
in Washington—clearing away the timorous
sycophants at one end of the avenue and
theé pusillanimous deciaimers at the other.

New York, February 14, ET.

To THE EDITOR OF THR BUN—8ir: A read-
ing of your two leading editorial columns
to-day, together with a lingering force of
habit, due to early Methodistic training and
environment, impels the writer hereof to
ejaculate fervently “Hallelujah!"*

WasmiNaroNn, February 14, N.E B

The Way of It.
Knleker—~Governor Black says we are in the
grasp of a polltical trust,
Bocker—A Bryan-Roosevelt merger,

Approved Method.

Mrs. Glvem—But you sald you would remove
the snow,

Weary Willie—Yes'm; I'm praylng tor rafm,




